KELLAN DAY ORDINATION, Mar. 24, 2019
• Forty one years ago tomorrow was a Saturday. A Saturday that would
otherwise have been the feast of Annunciation. I was standing with others
on a warm evening at the center of Athens, Greece. We were in the
courtyard of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, anticipating an important liturgy.
For, in that year of 1978, March 25 was Holy Saturday. Under a glowing full
moon rising over the Parthenon, we were near the Areopagus where Paul
spoke two thousand years ago.1 My companions and I were awaiting
darkness so that we could begin the Great Easter Vigil, and light the first fire.
While we waited, taxies, cars and trucks circled around Syntagma Square
and the churchyard. Through unexpected Providence rather than planning, I
was baptized as an adult during that liturgy. Ever since, I have associated the
Annunciation with my call to accept Baptism, and later, to receive
ordination. My experience helped me to see how these two calls are related.
• Just as we witness at a Baptism, candidates for ordination are presented by
members of the church. We may seek Baptism and, perhaps later,
ordination. But we never present ourselves for either sacrament. Instead, we
are presented by others. They accompany us into the center of the
assembly, to affirm and help validate our call. This is why, in discernment for
ordination, we not only want to know about whether a particular person is
hearing a call. We want also to know if the Church hears the same call. And
hearing a call is what the Annunciation to Mary was all about. Though she
might not then have recognized it, Mary’s call was a summons to live into
faith, and have a bodily connection with the Word of God. Following her
example, and through our Baptism, we are all given a bodily connection
with the Word of God.
• While many of us here were baptized as children, some of us here can
remember the event. Our Prayer Book recognizes this important reality.
Because adult Baptism is our normative model for what it means to become,
and then live as, a Christian. Understanding Baptism rightly therefore helps
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us then understand other sacramental rites more fully. Not only the
Eucharist, but also sacraments like Marriage, and Ordination. For these and
all of the Church’s sacraments, a proper understanding of God’s initiative,
and our baptismal response, is always foundational. And so, our
understanding of the vocation to ordination, is inseparable from our
understanding of the vocation that all baptized persons share. This keeps us
from isolating our particular ministries, and helps us honor the wholeness of
the Body of Christ.
• We should never tire of appreciating the questions that are addressed to
baptismal candidates and sponsors at the font. For earlier generations,
these questions would have been associated with a clerical vocation. But we
know they apply to everyone: “Will you continue in the Apostles teaching
and fellowship…? Will you persevere in resisting evil…? Will you proclaim…
the Good news of God in Christ? Will you seek and serve Christ in all
persons…? Will you strive for justice and peace among all people…?”2
• For those who take seriously their baptismal promises, these questions are
challenging. And their force is not lessened when similar questions are put
to those who then aspire to live into the sacramental reality of marriage and
ordination. This is one reason why this ordination service is a public and
diocesan liturgy. Our Bishop could have ordained Kellan in the chapel at the
diocesan office on any ‘ordinary’ weekday. Yet, we all have a stake in this
liturgy, and in what it means for the whole Church.
• Because of all this, I have offered for your consideration a series of images
of the Annunciation from the history of western painting. 3 I think these
paintings can help us grow into the reality of our response to the embodied
and loving Word of God. In the context of God’s particular call to Kellan, as
well the call we have accepted in Baptism, I would like to focus on four
moments ~ four moments recorded by, or implied within, our Gospel
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account of the Annunciation to Mary. The four moments are these: the
experience of being Apprehensive; the prompted experience of being
Introspective; our chosen response in then being Attentive; and finally,
God’s desire for us to be Accepting with Joy.
• I remember when the call to accept Baptism came to me. I was a secularminded art student, and not-very-interested in acknowledging any form of
‘lordship’ other than my own. But my reaction and perceptions then were
certainly not unique to me. Indeed, I have come to see how my at first
halting and reluctant response to God’s gracious invitation was not
distinctive at all. A great insight about sin is that —for us— our sins are never
very original! Likewise, in responding to grace, none of us is ever alone on
our path as we engage God’s call. Our first reaction as adults, to a
consciously-apprehended divine overture, is often apprehensiveness. We
are apprehensive about losing our preferred autonomy, and having our
usual safe boundaries crossed. Simone Martini’s Annunciation beautifully
captures this moment.
• An unanticipated and perhaps also an unwelcome invitation has surely —at
one time or another— come to us. I don’t remember Kellan telling me about
her Baptism. But I have a clear and personal memory of her having been
approached by a divine call, to receive God’s invitation. Kellan’s response
included a natural but also a holy reservation ~ as it usually does for
everyone. Like Mary, we ask: ‘What is this Word that comes to me? What is
this message? What is its import, especially in terms of what may be
expected of me?’ Better be safe than sorry is often our reaction, not only to
fallen human invitations, but also to God’s beautiful holy beckoning.
• We have become hardened to glimpses of light, and to touches of grace.
And so, second, if we aren’t so hardened, we may be open at least to
ponder a facet or two of God’s loving invitation coming to us. This creates
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an opportunity for introspection, a moment well-expressed in Rossetti’s
Annunciation. And to the extent that we are open, our hearts and minds are
hit by a divine initiative that could not possibly have been expected. Feeling
its impact, we must look within. Do I stand on my own? Am I my own Lord?
Can I determine my future, however limited or large? Or, have I met my
match? And… if so, how do I respond rightly. This is the moment of
introspection, writ large.
• Third, if our Lord has managed to capture our attention, are we open? Are
we willing to be vulnerable to the divine presence? Every Christian, and
especially every baptized adult must ask her or himself this question.
Skogrand’s Bedsit Annunciation provides an evocative image of the
moment. Our old Episcopal assumptions about automatic Baptism soon
after birth, with Confirmation expected around age 12 or 13, have
diminished the spiritual life of our churches, as well as our experience of the
sacraments. Baptism and Confirmation and, of course also Ordination, are
not station-markers. They do not provide us with graduation certificates
exempting us from further formation, or from continuing repentance,
renewal and transformation. And so, we must remain attentive!
• Yet, to be dutifully and spiritually attentive to divine initiatives, and God’s
personal calling in our lives, is not enough. To be alive in Christ is something
rather different from sitting in the audience at a public event. Our Lord
challenges us to be more than attentive, and more than enthusiastically
approving of what we behold around us. We are, indeed, called to be
engaged —engaged so that we are touched by joy— and not simply persons
who respond with obedience. The Jesus who comes to us personally and in
community is the Jesus who summons our highest and best response. El
Greco’s Annunciation captures this truth: We respond best when joyfully we
accept abounding grace, in all its beauty.
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• Now, you may have noticed that I have not said much about the uniqueness
of the vocation to the diaconate. This is not an oversight, but instead a sign
of respect for the dignity and honor of the vocational diaconate. Those who
have been called to that order, deserve to have their particular ministry
recognized by the wider Church. But the vocational diaconate is not the
form of ministry to which Kellan has herself been called, and in which she
will be accountable to the whole Church. We all start as baptized persons,
full members of the Body of Christ, having received a full measure of the
Holy Spirit. Therefore, those ordained as Deacons must never forget their
Baptism. Just as those ordained to other ministries must never forget their
Baptism. For it is our living link with every member of the Church.
• We have all been made one in Christ. Whether as a candidate for ordination
set apart here in an alb, or as members of the congregation, we all might be
wearing similar white baptismal garments. For, together, we are called to
move forward the mission and ministry of the Church. By God’s Providence,
and upon our initiative and her assent, Kellan is set before us today as a
God-inspired representative. Her yes today not only echoes Mary’s yes long
ago. Kellan’s yes today echoes the yes that every one of us has said at
Baptism, at Confirmation or at Reaffirmation. Every time we reaffirm our
Baptismal Covenant, we can remember how Kellen as put herself forward as
an exemplar of what our common commitment means. May God be with
her all the days ahead. And may the Spirit bless, strengthen and equip her
for God’s continuing mission in and to this needy world.
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The Annunciation by Simone Martini (above), Dante
Gabriel Rossetti (right); Trygve Skogrand (below); El
Greco (lower right).
Apprehensive / Introspective / Attentive /
Accepting with Joy
Images offered in honor of Kellan’s ordination, 24Mar2019
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Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with
you." But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I
am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with
me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.

Notes:
1

See Acts 17.

2

See BCP:304-305.

See the handout provided with the worship bulletin, which provides four Annunciation painting
images from Simone Martini, Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Trygve Skogrand and El Greco.
3
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