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EASTER 3 FAMILY DEVOTIONS 

Content from The Book of Common Prayer and its Lectionary Readings 

Leader: Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Christ our Passover      [may be prayed responsively] 

Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
 therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
 but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
 death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  
 but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
 and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.  
Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
 the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, * 
 by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, * 
 so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.  
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Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17

1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *
 because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 

2  The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of  
  me; * 
 I came to grief and sorrow. 

3  Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: * 
 "O Lord, I pray you, save my life." 

10  How shall I repay the Lord * 
 for all the good things he has done for me? 

11  I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
 and call upon the Name of the Lord. 

12  I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
 in the presence of all his people. 

13  Precious in the sight of the Lord * 
 is the death of his servants. 

14  O Lord, I am your servant; * 
 I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
  you have freed me from my bonds. 

15  I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
 and call upon the Name of the Lord. 

16  I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
 in the presence of all his people, 

17  In the courts of the Lord's house, * 
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 in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah! 

A reading from the book of Acts 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, 
“Let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him 
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and 
to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, 
“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so 
that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far 
away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” And he testified 
with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves 
from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were 
baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 

Reader: The word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 

First Song of Isaiah    {Isaiah 12:2-6} 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
 I will trust in him and not be afraid.  
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *  
 and he will be my Savior.  
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *  
 from the springs of salvation.  
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And on that day you shall say, * 
 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;  
Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
 see that they remember that his Name is exalted.  
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *  
 and this is known in all the world.  
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
 for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke

Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other 
about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes 
were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you 
discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking 
sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you 
the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 
taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They 
replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in 
deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and 
leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But 
we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all 
this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some 
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women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 
morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and 
told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was 
alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as 
the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, 
how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these 
things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all 
the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 
scriptures.

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead 
as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, 
because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in 
to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and 
they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each 
other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on 
the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they 
got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their 
companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen 
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened 
on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of 
the bread.

Reader: The word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 
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A Song to the Lamb    {Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10, 13} 

Splendor and honor and kingly power *  
 are yours by right, O Lord our God,  
For you created everything that is, * 
 and by your will they were created and have their being;  
And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * 
 for with your blood you have redeemed for God,  
From every family, language, people, and nation, *  
 a kingdom of priests to serve our God.  
And so, to him who sits upon the throne, * 
 and to Christ the Lamb,  
Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *  
 for ever and for evermore.  

The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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The Prayers

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Let us pray. 

All: Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen 

The Suffrages

Leader : Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

People:  And grant us your salvation. 

Leader:  Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
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People:  Let your people sing with joy. 

Leader:  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

People:  For only in you can we live in safety. 

Leader: Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

People:  And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  

Leader:  Let your way be known upon earth; 

People:  Your saving health among all nations. 

Leader: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

People:  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Leader: Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

People:   And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  
  
Leader: (invite participants to offer prayers for others)

Leader:  

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples 
in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we 
may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the 
glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day 
such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to 

page 9



come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, 
and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far 
off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere 
may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your 
fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming 
of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Leader: Let us bless the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Leader: Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely   
  more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from    
  generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus   
  for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21  
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*   *   *

Participant Roles:

Leader:

Psalm leader:

Acts Reading:

Song of Isaiah leader:

Luke Reading:

Song to the Lamb leader

Leader of the Suffrages {intercessory prayers based on Scripture}:
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