Sadao Watanabe, The Good Shepherd

EASTER 4 FAMILY DEVOTIONS
Content from The Book of Common Prayer and its Lectionary Readings

Leader:

Alleluia. Christ is risen.

People:

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Christ our Passover

[may be prayed responsively]

Alleluia.
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *
therefore let us keep the feast,
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *
but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.
Christ has been raised from the dead, *
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For since by a man came death, *
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, *
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.
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Psalm 23
1

The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

2

He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

3

He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.

4

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble
me; *
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

6

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

A reading from the book of Acts

Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being
done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in
common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the
proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with
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glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were
being saved.
Reader: The word of the Lord.
First Song of Isaiah

People: Thanks be to God.

{Isaiah 12:2-6}

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

page 4

A reading from the Gospel according to John

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold
by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one
who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens
the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by
name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes
ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.
They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do
not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with
them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.
So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did
not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and
will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and
kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”
Reader: The word of the Lord.
A Song to the Lamb

People: Thanks be to God.

{Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10, 13}

Splendor and honor and kingly power *
are yours by right, O Lord our God,
For you created everything that is, *
and by your will they were created and have their being;
And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *
for with your blood you have redeemed for God,
From every family, language, people, and nation, *
a kingdom of priests to serve our God.
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And so, to him who sits upon the throne, *
and to Christ the Lamb,
Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *
for ever and for evermore.
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers
Leader:

The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Leader:

Let us pray.

All:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
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your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen
The Suffrages
Leader :

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

People:

And grant us your salvation.

Leader:

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

People:

Let your people sing with joy.

Leader:

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

People:

For only in you can we live in safety.

Leader:

Lord, keep this nation under your care;

People:

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Leader:

Let your way be known upon earth;
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People:

Your saving health among all nations.

Leader:

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

People:

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Leader:

Create in us clean hearts, O God;

People:

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

Leader:

(invite participants to offer prayers for others)

Leader:

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people:
Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him who calls
us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and
the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the
glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day
such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to
come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth,
and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far
off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere
may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your
fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming
of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Leader:

Let us bless the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.
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Leader:

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from
generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus
for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

* * *
NOTE: participants may wish to share some personal observations and or
reflection upon the correlation between the Sadao Watanabe’s print (on the
cover), The Good Shepherd, and the Gospel reading from John, after it is
read.
Participant Roles:
Leader:
Psalm leader:
Acts Reading:
Song of Isaiah leader:
Luke Reading:
Song to the Lamb leader
Leader of the Suffrages {intercessory prayers based on Scripture}:
page 9

